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North American Harvard II

First Flight: 1940 (AT-6) 

One of the best advanced training aircraft ever built, the Harvard became a mainstay of the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan. Harvard IIBs were first ordered from Noorduyn in Montreal in January 1940. Noorduyn eventually built 2 800 harvards for the RAF and RCAF. Canadian Car and Foundry made 550 Mk.4s for Canada and the United States in the 1950s. The Mk.4 had an improved cockpit canopy and fuel capacity.

The Harvard must be considered one of the outstanding aircraft of World War II and the early postwar years. From 1940 to 1955, nearly all American and British Commonwealth pilots received some training on Harvards. Strong yet unforgiving, requiring a delicate touch to keep straight during landing and take-off, it was an ideal training airplane. Canada built more Harvards than any other aircraft, with a total of 3 350 produced. In anticipation of a possible aluminium shortage, a wooden rear-fuselage and set of wings were developed and built, but not porduced. Gunnery trainer and target tow versions were also developed but never produced. Skis were produced but never installed because a strengthened undercarriage was required.

Specifications

	Wing Span:
	42 ft 1/2 in (12.8 m) 

	Length:
	28 ft 11 in (8.8 m) 

	Height:
	11 ft 8 1/2 in (3.5 m) 

	Weight, Empty:
	3,995 lb (1,812 kg) 

	Weight, Gross:
	5,235 lb (2,375 kg) 

	Cruising Speed:
	140 mph (225 km/h) 

	Max Speed:
	180 mph (290 km/h) 

	Rate of Climb:
	1,300 ft (396 m)/min 

	Service Ceiling:
	22,000 ft (6,710 m) 

	Range:
	710 mi (1,143 km) 

	Power Plant:
	one Pratt & Whitney R-1340-AN-1 Wasp, 600 hp, radial engine 
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      The  HARVARD ( or AT-6, Yale, Texan, SNJ, Wirraway etc....these are all variants of the same airframe), is probably the best known training aircraft of all time. Several generations have thrilled to it's unforgettable roar. (Caused by the tips of its 9 foot propeller going supersonic.) It was used as an advanced trainer by 137,000 aircrew who came from all over the world to learn to fly in Canada as part of THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH AIR TRAINING PLAN.
CLICK to hear the sound of a HARVARD 

    It bridged the gap between the elementary trainers of the day like the D.H. TIGER MOTH, and the thoroughbred fighters such as the Spitfires, Hurricanes and Mustangs. It was, of course fully aerobatic and pleasant to fly, but it had enough vices to ensure that students learned to do things properly if they wished to survive.

     In this capacity, it was used by almost every major power and even as a combat aircraft from the thirties into the sixties. 

    Versatility was designed in. All of the major components were built up in jigs in what, today, would be called "Modular" construction. Just about any aircraft in the series could interchange its major components with any other.....leading to a huge and highly confusing number of variations. It was, therefore, easily possible to improve the line, and the aircraft was capable of serving in a large number of light military and training roles.

    Featuring heavy duty construction, roll bars and landing gear placed well forward (To prevent nosing over), they were built to withstand the rigors of training. Many of these ruggedly built machines are still flying today

-Lance Russwurm
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