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	The Auster J series 

	Country of origin 
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United Kingdom 

Photos 
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Click for large version.

Photo © Colin K. Work
More photos of Auster J series 

Powerplants 
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J/1 - One 75kW (100hp) Blackburn Cirrus. J/5B & J/5F - One 97kW (130hp) de Havilland Gipsy Major. J/5G - One 116kW (155hp) Blackburn Cirrus Major 3. All were inline four cylinder piston engines driving two blade fixed pitch propellers. 

Performance 
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J/1 - Max speed 193km/h (104kt), cruising speed 160km/h (86kt). Initial rate of climb 568ft/min. Range with no reserves 515km (278nm). J/5G - Max speed 204km/h (110kt), cruising speed 177km/h (96kt). Initial rate of climb 710ft/min. Range with no reserves 780km (421nm). J/5F - Max speed 212km/h (114kt), cruising speed 180km/h (97kt). Initial rate of climb 705ft/min. Range with no reserves 435km (235nm). 

Weights 
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J/1 - Empty 477kg (1052lb), max takeoff 840kg (1850lb). J/5B - Empty 605kg (1334lb), max takeoff 1090kg (2400lb). J/5G - Empty 620kg (1367lb), max takeoff 1110kg (2450lb). J/5F - Empty 600kg (1323lb), max takeoff 885kg (1950lb). 

Dimensions 
 
[image: image7.png]



J/1 - Wing span 10.97m (36ft 0in), length 7.14m (23ft 5in), height 1.98m (6ft 6in). Wing area 17.2m2 (185sq ft). J/5B - Same except for length 7.11m (23ft 4in), height 2.30m (7ft 6in). J/5G - Same except for length 7.06m (23ft 2in), height 2.30m (7ft 6in). J/5F - Same except for length 7.16m (23ft 6in), height 1.98m (6ft 6in). Wing area 15.2m2 (164sq ft). 

Capacity 
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Two pilots side by side, plus room for one or two passengers, depending on model type. Most J/5s seat four. 

Production 
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Approximate production totals for the series are 

	Type 
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Two, three and four seat light aircraft 

History 
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The Auster marque traces its lineage back to the Taylorcraft Aero planes (England) company, which produced Taylorcrafts under licence (described separately), and built over 1600 spotter (Air Observation Post) aircraft for Britain's Royal Air Force and Army (many of which were resold to private operators). 

The first civil Auster (as the company become known in 1946) was the Mk 5 J/1 Autocrat, which was essentially similar to the military Mk V, but had a Cirrus Minor 2 engine in place of the Mk 5's Lycoming, upholstered seats and a small number of other refinements. 

The J/1 Autocrat served as the basis for a family of civil aircraft. The next to appear was the two seat side by side J/2 Arrow family, with a 56kW (75hp) Continental, and was further developed into the J/4 Archer, which replaced the Continental with a Cirrus Minor engine. The J/1N Alpha was an attempt to increase sales and overcome the problems associated with fitting the Cirrus Minor engine to the J/1 with less equipment and minor improvements. 

Most Auster J/5 models were four seaters except for the initial J/5 which was an Autocrat with a more powerful engine, while the J/5B incorporated the enlarged four seat cabin. The J/5F Aiglet trainer was a fully aerobatic two seat trainer. The J/5D, introduced in 1959, was the last of the line and featured metal wing spars and ribs and Lycoming power (more than 160 were built, including 150 in Portugal by OGMA under licence). Auster was taken over by Beagle in 1960. 
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We need your help!
Correct, add to or update this information. 

Back to Aircraft Data & History section. 

Back to frontpage of Airliners.net 


	Back to Aircraft Data & History section. 



All info taken from the 1999/2000 edition of The International Directory of Civil Aircraft by Gerard Frawley and used with permission. To get your own copy of the book click here. The revised 2000/2001 edition will be released in February 2001. 



	


http://www.diplomate.freeserve.co.uk/auster9.htm
The Auster Aircraft Compa
[image: image15.jpg]


ny


The Auster Aircraft Company started life because of a joint Anglo American venture that went wrong. C.G.(Gilbert) Taylor, an Englishman, and his brother emigrated to the US to seek their fortunes in the aviation business. Unfortunately Gilbert's brother Gordan was killed in a crash in an early Taylor aircraft thus leaving Gilbert to carry on ,on his own. Gilbert then formed a partnership with William Piper that fell apart in 1931, the result of which was that Piper acquired the company and renamed it The Piper Aircraft Corporation with Gilbert as president. 

One day in 1936 Gilbert decided that he had had enough and during the winter of that year he designed a new aircraft that he designated the Taylorcraft Model A. This aircraft then went into production by the newly formed Taylor Young Airplane Co. in Ohio. A Model A was imported into England and spotted by Lance Wykes at the Leicestershire County Flying Club.He was immediately impressed by the aircraft, and in 1938 he acquired a licence to build the aircraft at Thurmaston near Leicester.

The first British built Taylorcraft was completed in May 1939, and taken from the factory to Ratcliffe Aerodrome for its maiden flight. Twenty-two aircraft had been built by the out break of the war, but the Company was in deep financial trouble.

The Army placed an order for 100 Taylorcraft Plus Ds (A Plus C with a Cirrus Minor engine). The Plus D was then renamed the Taylorcraft Auster Mk1, and the Auster name was then established. These aircraft were to be used as Air Observation Posts, and during the war the model was developed through various modifications as far as the Mk 5. The managing director, Lance Wykes, was killed whilst demonstrating a Mk4, and he was replaced by Frank Bates in 1945.

It fell to Frank Bates to re- organise the Company so that it would be able to produce civilian aircraft in the post war era. To this end the Company was reformed as the "Auster Aircraft Company" in 1945.

The post-war market for private aircraft was expected to be very buoyant and the factory was relocated at Rearsby to accommodate the planned increase in production. The J1 Autocrat was then marketed, indeed remaining as a current model until the demise of the Auster company some 15 years later.
By 1947 the bubble had burst and there was a large stock of unfinished and unsold aircraft at Rearsby. Mindful of the slump in sales, Frank Bates negotiated a deal to supply parts to the automotive industry, thus forming a very lucrative division of the Company. Development of the civilian models (the "J" series) continued and also the association with the army thrived. Alongside these two markets an air ambulance was produced, designated the B4, and then the Agricola was produced.

This probably was the main cause of the demise of the Auster.

The Agricola was a low wing crop spraying aircraft that was destined for New Zealand. Indeed an order for 15 was in place, but after only 8 had been delivered the order was cancelled due to circumstances outside Auster's control. The Agricola was abandoned and this cost the company some £250,000 (a devastating blow to profitability).
Meanwhile the Military Aircraft had developed as the AOP series, with the AOP9 as the last production model. After the 9 there was a prototype helicopter and then a Mk9 re-engined with a 260 hp Continental This was called the Beagle Mk11. Only one Mk 11 was produced and this has been recently purchased by Peter Bolton with the object of restoration. By 1959 there were no more military contracts in the offing and civilian contracts were at an all time low. with little hope of an improvement. The Austers had been left behind by the American companies like Piper and Cessna and were paying the price.
In 1960 the Auster Aircraft Company was taken over by Beagle and continued with the production of the D series. The last aircraft to have the Auster name was the Beagle Auster A-109 Airedale. Alongside the production of the new aircraft there was the re-cycling of the AOP6s and AOP7s as Tugmasters and Terriers for the civilian market. By 1968 things had taken a turn for the worst , and the entire assets of the Auster Company were sold off to Hants & Sussex Aviation thus ending the manufacture of Austers. 
The AOP9 was the last fixed wing aircraft to be commissioned by the Army, the helicopter taking over exclusively from 1961. It had many roles besides it's Air Observation one. It was used for dropping flares as markers , dropping supplies, cable laying and even as an ambulance. It was designed to operate from short, rough strips and its ruggedness was legendary. 
As far as we know some 183 AOP9s were built of which 146 were built for the RAF/Army Air Corps, 35 were built for India and 2 for South Africa. One of the British ones was converted to the MK11. The British ones served in many countries including Malaya, Aden, Kenya and England.
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